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Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under
any of the following provisions:

[  ]   Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

[  ]   Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

[  ]   Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

[  ]   Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
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Item 5.02.    Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory
Arrangements of Certain Officers

(c) Appointment of Principal Operating Officer.

Effective May 6, 2011, Hector R. Puente was promoted to the position of Senior Vice President of Operations of El
Paso Electric Company. Mr. Puente, age 54, has over 30 years of experience with the Company. He has served as the
Company's Vice President-Transmission and Distribution since May 2006 and as its Vice President-Distribution from
February 2006 to May 2006. He also served as the Company's Vice President-Power Generation from April 2001 to
February 2006. Prior to that, Mr. Puente served in other executive, management and engineering positions at the
Company.   

Mr. Puente will continue to participate in the Company's annual cash bonus and long-term incentive programs. Such
programs are described in the Company's most recent proxy statement. The Company has entered into its standard
change of control agreement with Mr. Puente in the form previously filed by the Company. As further described in the
Company's most recent proxy statement, this standard change of control agreement provides severance benefits (based
on a three times multiple for Mr. Puente) in connection with involuntary terminations or resignations for good reason
following a change of control.

SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

El Paso Electric Company

Date: May 09, 2011 By: /s/    MARY E. KIPP

Name: Mary E. Kipp
Title: Senior Vice President, General Counsel And Chief
Compliance Officer
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