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ITEM 5.  OTHER EVENTS.

         As summarized in the press release attached as Exhibit 99.1, on August
5, 2001, EchoStar Communications Corporation ("EchoStar") announced that it made
a proposal to General Motors Corporation ("GM") to combine EchoStar with Hughes
Electronics Corporation, a subsidiary of GM, in a stock-for-stock transaction.
Exhibit 99.1 is incorporated herein by reference.

ITEM. 7.  EXHIBITS

      99.1      Press Release of EchoStar Communications Corporation, issued on
                August 5, 2001.
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         Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934,
the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

                              ECHOSTAR COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION

                              By:  /s/ David K. Moskowitz
                                  -------------------------------
                                  Name:  David K. Moskowitz
                                  Title: Senior Vice President, General Counsel
                                         and Secretary

Date: August 6, 2001

                                  EXHIBIT INDEX

EXHIBIT NO.     DESCRIPTION
-----------     -----------

   99.1         Press Release of EchoStar Communications Corporation, issued on
                August 5, 2001.
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