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     This Current Report on Form 8-K is filed by Neurocrine Biosciences, Inc., a
Delaware  corporation (the "Company"),  in connection with the matters described
herein.

ITEM 5.  OTHER EVENTS

     On January 11,  2002,  the Company  announced  that its Board of  Directors
approved an  amendment  of its  shareholder  rights plan to increase the initial
exercise price of the rights issued  pursuant to the plan from $51.75 to $350.00
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per right.

     The intent of the increase is to preserve the  effectiveness of the plan in
view  of the  recent  appreciation  of  the  company's  stock  price.  No  other
amendments  were made to the plan.  The  shareholder  rights plan was originally
approved in April 1997. The Company was advised by Robertson Stephens, Inc.

ITEM 7.  EXHIBITS

     (a)  Exhibits. The following exhibits are filed herewith:

           Exhibit
           Number     Description of Exhibit
           ------     ----------------------
             4.1      Amended and Restated Preferred Shares Rights Agreement
            99.1      Press Release dated January 11, 2002

                                   SIGNATURES

     Pursuant to the  requirements  of the  Securities and Exchange Act of 1934,
the  registrant  has duly  caused  this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned thereunto duly authorized.

Date: January 14, 2002                     NEUROCRINE BIOSCIENCES, Inc.

                                   By:     /s/ PAUL W. HAWRAN
                                           -----------------------------------
                                           Paul W. Hawran
                                           Executive Vice President and
                                           Chief Financial Officer
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