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Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)
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Item 8.01. Other Events.

In connection with Darden Restaurants, Inc.’s (the “Company”’) previously announced $1.0 billion debt retirement
following the Red Lobster sale, on July 31, 2014, the Company repurchased $80 million and $210 million aggregate
principal amount of its 3.79% Senior Notes due 2019 and its 4.52% Senior Notes due 2024, respectively.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be
signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

DARDEN RESTAURANTS, INC.

By: /s/ Anthony G. Morrow
Anthony G. Morrow
Date: August 1, 2014 Assistant Secretary



