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Item 5. OTHER EVENTS.

     References to "we," "our" and "us" in this Current Report on Form 8-K refer
to Meritage Corporation and its consolidated subsidiaries.

FILING OF CERTAIN MATERIALS

     On October 9, 2002, we filed with the Securities and Exchange  Commission a
Current  Report on Form 8-K  announcing  that we  completed  the purchase of the
homebuilding  assets of  Perma-Bilt  Homes,  a builder of quality  single-family
homes in the Las Vegas,  Nevada,  metropolitan  area. This Form 8-K/A amends the
Current  Report on Form 8-K filed on October 9, 2002 to  include  the  contracts
governing our acquisition of the homebuilding assets of Perma-Bilt Homes.

Item 7. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS, PRO FORMA FINANCIAL INFORMATION AND EXHIBITS

(a)  Not applicable.

(b)  Not applicable.

(c)  Exhibits.

Exhibit No.    Description
-----------    -----------
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10.1           Master  Transaction  Agreement (with exhibits),  dated October 7,
               2002, by and among Meritage Corporation,  MTH-Homes Nevada, Inc.,
               Perma-Bilt,  A Nevada  Corporation and Zenith National  Insurance
               Corp.*

*    Certain Confidential  Information  contained in this Exhibit was omitted by
     means of redacting a portion of the text and replacing it with an asterisk.
     This Exhibit has been filed separately with the Secretary of the Securities
     and Exchange  Commission  without the  redaction  pursuant to  Confidential
     Treatment Request under Rule 24b-2 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934.

                                   SIGNATURES

     Pursuant to the  requirements  of the Securities  Exchange Act of 1934, the
registrant  has duly  caused  this  report  to be  signed  on its  behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

                                     MERITAGE CORPORATION

                                     /s/ Larry W. Seay
                                     -------------------------------------------
                                     By: Larry W. Seay, Chief Financial Officer,
                                         Vice President-Finance
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